
 

Report Card Companion for Parents / Guardians 
 
Common classroom terms to help understand your child’s report 

card…… 
 
Below you will find a set of defined terms you may encounter while reading your child’s 

report or talking with them about school. We hope the definitions/explanations will help 
you better understand what is happening in your child’s classroom. We encourage you to 

ask your child what the terms mean as they are terms that are used daily in class. 
 
Inquiry-based learning: Inquire starts by 

posing questions, problems or scenarios -- 
rather than simply presenting established 

facts or 
portraying a 
smooth path 

to knowledge. 
The process 
is assisted by 

a teacher. 
Inquiry-based 

learning will 
identify issues and questions to develop 
student knowledge and solutions to the 

inquiry. 
 
Rubric: A rubric is simply a scoring tool 

that identifies the various criteria relevant 
to an 

assignment or 
learning 
outcome, and 

then explicitly 
states the 

possible levels 
of achievement along a continuum (poor to 
excellent). Rubrics can be used to assess 

almost any type of student work in any 
subject. 
 

Manipulatives: In classrooms today, 
teachers are using 

manipulatives to help 
students learn 
mathematics. 

Manipulative 
materials are any 

concrete objects that 
allow students to explore an idea in an 

active, hands-on approach. Manipulatives 

can be almost anything – blocks, shapes, 
spinners or even paper that is cut or 

folded. The power of using manipulatives 
is that they let the student connect 
mathematical ideas and symbols to 

physical objects, thus promoting better 
understanding. 
 

Guided Reading: In guided reading the 
teacher provides support for small, flexible 

groups of readers. 
The teacher helps 
students learn to 

use reading 
strategies, such as 
context clues, letter 

and sound 
knowledge, and syntax or word structure, 

as they read a text or book that is 
unfamiliar to them. The goal of guided 
reading is for students to use these 

strategies independently on their way to 
becoming fluent, confident readers. 

Anchor charts: Anchor charts are created 
with students. The teacher acts as the 
scribe while students brainstorm ideas. 

Chart paper and 
markers or an 
interactive white 

board can be used 
to capture 

students’ 
suggestions. 
Because students 

have collaborated in the creation of the 
charts, they are more apt to make use of 

the information contained on them. 



 

Anchor charts are an important means for 

synthesizing ideas and demonstrating 
learning. 

Word Wall: A word wall is a literacy tool 
composed of an organized collection of 

words which are 

displayed in large 
visible letters on a 
wall, in a classroom. 

The word wall is 
designed to be an 

interactive tool for 
students or others to use, and contains an 
array of words that can be used during 

math, writing and/or reading. 

Learning goals: Learning goals are brief 

statements that describe, for students, 
what they should know, understand, and 

be able to do by 

the end of a 
period of 

instruction (e.g., 
a lesson, a cycle 
of learning). They 

represent a 
subset or cluster 

of knowledge and skills that students 

must master in order to successfully 
achieve the overall expectations. 

 
Success criteria: Success criteria 
describe, in specific terms and in language 

meaningful to students, what successful 
attainment of the learning goals looks like. 

Criteria help 
students 
understand 

what to look 
for during the 
learning and 

what it looks 
like once they 

have learned. 
Quality success criteria make the learning 
explicit and transparent for students and 

teachers alike. They identify the significant 

aspects that are assessed and/or 

evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”). 
 
Descriptive feedback: Learning goals and 

success criteria are the basis for 
descriptive 
feedback. To be 

effective, 
descriptive 

feedback, 
whether 
provided by the 

teacher or 
generated by peers or through 

self‐assessment, must be related to the 

goals and the criteria. Once students have 
an understanding of what they are to learn 
(learning goals) and what the learning 

looks like (success criteria), they will know 
the language to use in giving and 

responding to descriptive feedback. 
 
Self and peer assessment: When success 

criteria are clear, transparent, and 
explicit, students can learn to use the 
criteria to assess their work and improve 

their learning. Students and teachers 
begin to speak a common language that 

reflects their common understanding of 
what it means to learn.  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literacy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Writing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reading_(activity)

